THE    GREAT    TUDORS
enfold them all together. I bless her memory, for all
her goodness to me and my family; and now will I
show you what strange temperament she did some-
times put forth. Her mind was often like the gentle
air that cometh from the westerly point in a summer's
morn; 'twas sweet and refreshing to all around her,
Her speech did win all affections, and her subjects did
try to show all love to her commands; for she would
say, c Her state did require her to command, what
she knew her people would willingly do from their own
love to her.9 Herein did she show her wisdom fully: for
who did choose to lose her confidence; or who would
withhold a show of love and obedience, when their
Sovereign said it was their own choice, and not her
compulsion ? Surely she did play well her tables to
gain obedience thus without constraint: again, she
could put forth such alterations, when obedience was
lacking, as left no doubting whose daughter she was."
She was wont, Sir John continues,
" to soothe her ruffled temper with reading every
morning, when she had been stirred to passion at the
Council, or other matters had overthrown her gracious
disposition. She did much admire Seneca's wholesome
advisings, when the soul's quiet was flown away; and
I saw much of her translating thereof. By art and
nature together so blended, it was difficult to find her
right humour at any time. Her wisest men and best
councillors were oft sore troubled to know her will in
matters of State: so covertly did she pass her judgment,
as seemed to leave all to their discreet management;
and, when the business did turn to better advantage,
she did most cunningly commit the good issue to her own
honour and understanding; but, when aught fell out
contrary to her will and intent, the Council were in great
strait to defend their own acting and not blemish the
Queen's good judgment. Herein her wise men did oft
lack more wisdom; and the Lord Treasurer [Burghley]
would oft shed a plenty of tears on any miscarriage,
well knowing the difficult part was, not so much to
mend the matter itself, as his mistress's humour: and
yet he did most share her favour and good\vill; and to
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